54                  Josiali G. Wedgivood
of   implanting   or    extorting    or  purchasing-
or rewarding loyalty and   public  services by
granting jagirs of great political value.   Seeing
how    easily    this    method   lends     itself   to-
the  corruption  of   and   militates   against   the
maintenance of the purity of public life and a high
standard of public conduct, Wedgwood sought to
get this method of recognising public services
put an end to.    He had another motive in taking
up this question.    As one who believes in the
Georgian theory of  land  values,   he    wanted
to see that public lands were not alienated to
capitalists to the future detriment of the State.
In February last, he interpellated the Secretary
of State on the point.    The Secretary of State,,
with his usual anxiety not to offend the men on
the spot,   refused  to   interfere*    That officialf
however, significantly added that he would ask
the Government of India,  firstly to supply a
return of the public lands alienated to private-
owners in the Punjab in  each   of the last ten
years if the figures were readily available, and,,
secondly, to report  whether the grouping of
these lands in the hands of capitalists was such
as to make it desirable to re-consider the policy
adopted in disposing of public domain.